New art gallery to feature local artists and student talent

Imagine Gallery, a unique, new teaching gallery for fine arts, opened this month at Imagine Madison Avenue School of Arts that will be part of the educational experience at the school as well as a public gallery that will showcase local artists.
The first artist to be featured in the Imagine Gallery will be local abstract artist Matt Gomez during the Winter Art Show in December.   
“The arts are such a vital part of our school and this new gallery will give our students another great way to connect with the community while continuing to develop their talents and learning to be both consumers and producers of the arts,” said Mrs. Daphne Williams, school leader of Imagine Madison Avenue School of Arts. 
The gallery will be open to the public during exhibitions. One highlight will be a student show at the end of the year. 
“The rest of the year will be reserved for local artists who would like to show their work. We will host reception nights where our students can meet the local artists and learn about their work. During the summer, I hope to open the Gallery  for the Art Walks,” said Jodie Peace, Madison Avenue art teacher.
Mrs. Peace oversees the art instruction at the school as well as the 120-member Honors Art program and the after school Art Club, with both programs growing in numbers. Mrs. Peace breaks the students into smaller groups for more individualized instruction and has a team of high school student volunteers who will begin assisting in December. 
Students in both Honors Art and Art Club are working on a giant mural and a  smaller one for the school. They are currently in the drafting and planning stage.
“I can’t wait to see their ideas and sketches,” said Mrs. Williams. “I love their enthusiasm and how they creatively express themselves. This new gallery will bring the art that we have the pleasure of seeing everyday to the rest of the community to enjoy,” she said. 

